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Climate Change:
The Impacts
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CITIES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR 75% 
OF GLOBAL CO2 EMISSIONS

HUGE OPPORTUNITY TO:
- HELP TACKLE CLIMATE CHANGE
- CLEANER AIR, CLEANER WATER
- GREENER, MORE LIVABLE CITIES 

FOR ALL
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Climate Change:
The Solutions 

50%
BY 2030 

EMISSIONS

2050
NET-ZERO BY

1.5
DEGREES
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60%
OF THE CORE PUBLIC 

INFRASTRUCTURE THAT 
SUPPORTS OUR ECONOMY 

AND QUALITY OF LIFE

MUNICIPALITIES 
BUILD AND 
MAINTAIN
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● MUNICIPAL ROADS

● PUBLIC TRANSIT 

● ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 

● RELIABLE WATER AND 
WASTE SYSTEMS

● SOCIAL HOUSING

● RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

● PARKS



UN Report 
on Net Zero:

LONG-TERM NET ZERO GOAL

SHORT-TERM SCIENCE BASED TARGETS

REAL ACTION VS CREDITS

CLEAR TRANSITION PLAN

POSITIVE CLIMATE LOBBYING

NO NEW FOSSIL FUELS

NATURE POSITIVE

TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

SUPPORT JUST TRANSITION
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What Municipalities Can Do: Mitigate

● Net zero buildings and retrofits

● Better public transit and active transit

● Decarbonizing grid, Reducing energy consumption, energy efficiency

● Protecting green spaces

○ E.g. Greenbelt

● Regulations or incentives to limit industrial emissions

● Positive climate lobbying for action with other levels of government 

● Municipal zz (OMERS): Climate plan aligned with Net Zero
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What Municipalities Can Do: Adapt
● Conduct climate risk assessments (people/infrastructure); develop 

clear emergency response plans; build climate resilient infrastructure
● Extreme heat: cooling centres/measures; urban forestry/green 

canopies; Chief Heat Officer  
● Poor air quality: Raise awareness re: air quality; encourage installation 

of high efficient filters/proper ventilation; clean air refuges
● Flooding/heavy rains: Updating stormwater/sewage; green areas; 

natural floodplains
● Adaptation Changemakers

○ E.g.Town of Caledon, City of Windsor, City of Peterborough
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GOVERNMENT 
PROGRAMS

FEDERAL INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDS

Canada Community Building Fund

Zero Emission Transit

Rural Transit

Active Transportation

Disaster Mitigation and Adaptation

Housing Accelerator Fund

Smart Cities Challenge
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There’s no time to waste.
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We need all Municipalities to 
be Climate Leaders!
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